Description of Datasets Available in NREGA Folder
Overview

The datasets included in this directory represent a portion of the datasets used by researchers at the Centre for Microfinance in the course of conducting research on participation in the National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGA) in the state of Andhra Pradesh.  
All of the datasets available here are also available for download from various government websites.  We have made the clean datasets available for download as the time required to find, download, aggregate, and clean these data from government websites is often prohibitive for would be researchers.  (For example, data on participation in NREGA may only be downloaded a single village at a time.  With well over 10,000 villages in Andhra Pradesh and each village file several megabytes in size, the overall time required just to download this data is huge.)

Some of the cleaned datasets we used in our analysis of NREGA in AP are too large to make available over the web.  These datasets are listed below in the section “Datasets available on request”.  If a researcher would like to receive one of these datasets, please send an email to Ajay Tannirkulam at ajay.tannirkulam@ifmr.ac.in.  
Other datasets used in our analysis must be purchased and can’t be provided by CMF directly. These datasets are the a) census village directory data which contains various demographic statistics at the village level, b) daily rainfall data for each sub-district of Andhra Pradesh for the period 2000-2008 and c) data on caste and gender reservations of Gram Panchayat heads for the most recent election.  Village directory data for Andhra Pradesh may be purchased from the Census of India at any of the organizations many offices throughout the country.  Rainfall data may be purchased from the Department of Economics and Statistics located in Hyderabad.  Reservations data may also be purchased from the Government of Andhra Pradesh.
For more information on the datasets, please see the Data sections of the various papers on NREGA in AP produced using these data.  

Datasets available for download:

1. NREGA_totals_by_village_caste_sex_month  This file contains data on the total number of NREGA days worked, the total amount of NREGA wages earned, and the total number of workers for each combination of caste and gender for each month for each village.  The dataset includes all data from the initial adoption of NREGA (exact time of adoption varies by district) until roughly the time of downloading (February 2009).  This dataset is based on village level NREGA participation data downloaded from http://nrega.ap.gov.in.  (For dis-aggregated datasets on NREGA participation see the section “Datasets provided on request” below.)
2. List of full panchayat names, ids Geographic areas (district, mandals, panchayats, and villages) in the dataset “NREGA_totals_by_village_caste_sex_month” are indicated by codes rather than names to conserve space.  This supplementary files contains the full district, mandal, panchayat, and village names which correspond to each code.
3. nrega_election_panch_match – Codes for geographic areas (districts, mandals, panchayats, and villages) differ between NREGA data and data from the Census of India.  This file maps geographic codes from the NREGA data to the appropriate geographic codes from the Census of India allowing researchers to merge NREGA data with Census of India data.
4. MPTC elections  - This set of files contains data on candidate-wise returns for elections to the office of Mandal Parishad Territorial Counselor (MPTC).  Party affiliation of each candidate is included.  MPTCs represent the second tier of the Panchayat system of local governance in Andhra Pradesh.  This data has been downloaded from   (http://www.apsec.gov.in:8080/apsec/previoselecdata.htm.
5.  mptc_level_cleaned - A cleaned and appended version of the same data    
6. BPL_Census – This set of files includes data from the Below Poverty Line census.  For a discussion of the difference between Census of India data and BPL census data, see the data section in the paper “How Do Caste, Gender and Party Affiliation of Locally Elected Leaders Affect Implementation of NREGA?”.  Raw  data of the Below Poverty Line Census  is available at  http://bpl.nic.in/bplmenu.php?bpl=Y 
7. bpl_census_clean  An aggregated and cleaned version of the file above.
Datasets provided on request

(Email ajay.tannirkulam@ifmr.ac.in for details on how to access.)
1. Complete village level files of NREGA participation in AP in Stata format
2. An SQL  server database in which all village level files have been aggregated into a single table (please note that a few fields such as individual worker names and the name of the bank or post office account through which the worker was paid are not included in this table.)
3. A flat (csv text) file created which includes complete NREGA participation data for all villages 
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